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the zakat payer, is taken into account. However, it is al-
lowable to transfer it if the poor of the town to which the
zakat was transferred are godlier or more useful to Islam
in that they are abler in learning and teaching the sharl'ah,
or if the zakat payer has transferred the zakat to his rela-
tions in that town, or, finally, if the poor of the second town
are needier than those of the original. It is said that the
best way to settle one's zakat is to pay it first to one's
brothers or sisters, then to their children and children's
children forever, then to one's paternal uncles, then to their
children and children's children forever, then to maternal
uncles, then to other relations through females (dhawu al-
arham), then to neighbors, then to the beneficiaries of one's
own district, finally to those of one's own town. Accord-
ing to al-Mawardi,1 if the property owner brings his rela-
tions before the collector so that he may disburse his zakat
to them, the collector does so, if his zakat has not already
been mixed with the zakat of others. If, however, it has
been mixed with the zakat of others, then the relations
are not entitled to it more than others but the collector
nevertheless gives them a share from it, because to a part
of it they are more entitled than others. Al-Mawardi
says that the transfer of zakat to another town is not al-
lowed unless there are no beneficiaries in the first town. If,
however, the zakat is transferred while there are bene-
ficiaries in the original town, then, in one view, the debts
of the zakat payers remain undischarged, but in the other
view, which is advanced by Abu Hamfah, they are dis-
charged.2

Finally, according to Malik and his followers/ the zakat

1 P. 214.

2 Mawardi, p. 213; cf. Umm, p. 67; Wajiz, p. 295; Minhdj, vol. ii, p.
300; cf. supra, pp. 335-9.

9 Mudawwanah, p, 46; Kharashi, p. 126.